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Serve the Lord with joy.  Come before him with singing…  Come to his city with songs of thanksgiving.  Come into his courtyards with songs of praise.  Thank him, and praise his name.
                                                                                                                        Psalm 100:2-4 

		The season of Thanksgiving is upon us and one of our favorite stories this time of year is, Stone Soup.  The Swedish folktale is about a weary traveler who comes to a village where he hopes the friendly folk there will feed him.  Little does he know there has been a famine and the villagers don’t have much to share.  Every door he knocks on, the message is always the same, “We don’t have enough for our own, much less any to spare.”
 Undaunted by the lack of nurturing, the traveler doesn’t lose faith and comes up with an idea to bring the villagers together with whatever little provisions they do have.  He goes to the center of town, takes a pot from his bag, builds a fire and begins to boil some water.  As one of the villagers passes by and enquires about what he is doing, the traveler drops some stones into the water and cheerfully replies, “I’m making stone soup, would you like to join me?”   “Sure”, responds the villager.   The pangs of their hunger draw them together and after a brief getting acquainted the guest wanted to make a contribution of his own.  He offers up what little he has, which happened to be a few carrots and the traveler adds them to the soup.
	Each time someone passed by and made an enquiry, they too were invited to join the fellowship.  United in hunger, each new guest wanting to be a part of the tasty smelling creation begins to offer up whatever small portion of anything they had in order to make a contribution to the pot.   It didn’t take long before the soup had a variety of ingredients such as onions, pepper, salt, potatoes, milk, etc.  Alone, any one of these provisions would not have made for a very appetizing dish, but together in a soup the villagers were able to make a delicious meal. 	
The recipe it took to bring the villagers together to cook up the  Stone Soup is the same spirit it takes to bring members of the church together to nurture those in need.  In the church Jesus is the one who stands in the center with an undaunted spirit.  He is the one who has the ability to see things in a different way and invites us to join Him at his table.  We are all welcomed no matter what small portion we have to give.  The church like the village has members who alone may not have much to offer, but when they come together and everyone makes a contribution, it’s enough to more than satisfy everybody’s hunger.  
This season let’s serve the Lord with joy and enter His village with songs of thanksgiving.  Sing praise in his courtyards and thank him for our many blessings.  Jesus, like the weary traveler, shows us how to open our eyes and our hearts to new possibilities even when we think we have little to give.  Let’s remember to give what small portion we do have so our unique flavor can be added to the mix.  Especially since we all eat out of the same blessing pot!  Praise his name.

Happy Thanksgiving Everyone,
Ms. Cindy and Staff 

  

